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How the Islamist Mindset Rationalizes — and Promotes — ‘Sex Sins’

Almost anything is permissible if it can help advance the jihad.

March 1, 2010 - by Raymond Ibrahim

Is it inconsistent for Muslim “holy warriors” to engage in voyeuristic acts of lasciviousness? Because would-be jihadists and martyrs have been known to
frequent strip bars — such as the 9/11 hijackers and Major Nidal Hasan, whose “late-night jiggle-joint carousing stands at odds with the picture of a devout
Muslim” — many Americans have concluded that such men cannot be “true” Muslims, leading to the ubiquitous conviction that they are “hijacking Islam.”

In fact, Islamists rely on several rationalizations — doctrines, even — that make “jiggle-joint carousing” consistent with Muslim piety. Considering that Islamic
law permits sex slaves (Koran 4:3), who can be kept topless by their masters, and makes sex one of the highest paradisiacal rewards, this should come as no
great surprise. However, to elaborate:

First, the doctrine of taqiyya allows Muslims residing among infidels to deceive the latter by, among other things, behaving like infidels, e.g., frequenting strip
bars: “Taqiyya [deception], even if committed without duress, does not lead to a state of infidelity — even if it leads to sin deserving of hellfire.”

In conjunction, the overarching Muslim principle that necessity makes that which is forbidden permissible goes a long way in helping Islamists validate their
libidinous desires: “It is ‘necessary’ for me to be at this strip club so infidels come to believe that I’m just a regular bloke and not a soldier of Allah.” Indeed,
sometimes the mere gratification of sexual urges is deemed a “necessity” that makes the forbidden permissible in Islam, as in this historical anecdote:

After conquering the Banu Mustaliq tribe in 628, Muhammad’s men deemed it “necessary” to rape their captive women (citing their wives’ absence and
untended desires). However, they also wanted to sell these women for a profit, which posed complications, as copulating with them risked impregnating them.
So they rationalized that ‘azl (coitus interruptus) would solve the problem and asked Muhammad. The prophet went one step further and offered a cosmic
rationalization, dismissing coitus interruptus as unnecessary, “for every soul that is to be born up to the Day of Resurrection will be born” — that is, pullout or
not, you cannot thwart Allah’s will, so don’t bother. (See here and here for more ‘azl quotes.)

Muhammad also maintained that death in the jihad not only blots out all sins — including sexual ones, a la voyeurism — but it actually gratifies them:

The martyr is special to Allah. He is forgiven [of all sins] from the first drop of blood [that he sheds]. He sees his throne in paradise, where he will be
adorned in ornaments of faith. He will wed the ‘Aynhour [a.k.a. “voluptuous women”] and will not know the torments of the grave, and safeguards against
the greater terror [hell]. … And he will copulate with 72 ‘Aynhour (see The Al Qaeda Reader, p. 143).

In light of this, how “un-Islamic” can it be for Islamists to gawk at nude, gyrating, infidel women — especially prior to “martyring” themselves in the jihad,
which, as Muhammad said, blots out all their sins? This rationalization has precedents going back to the Middle Ages: Muslim groups like the Isma‘ilis created
hidden “gardens of delight” swarming with voluptuous women, and, prior to sending their assassins on missions, would immerse them in these gardens, thereby
giving these prototypical “suicide attackers” a foretaste of the sexual delights awaiting them in the afterlife. After this experience, the assassins would eagerly
undertake any assignment simply to be “martyred” and return to the gardens of delight, which were based on “the description Muhammad gave of his paradise”
(see Marco Polo’s 13th-century account).

Nor has this intersection between sex and violence subsided in the modern era. The Arabic satellite program Daring Question recently aired various clips of
young jihadists giddily singing about their forthcoming deaths and subsequent sexual escapades in heaven. After documenting various anecdotes indicative of
Islamist obsession with sex, human rights activist Magdi Khalil concluded that “absolutely everything [jihad, suicide operations, etc.] revolves around sex in
heaven,” adding, “if you look at the whole of Islamic history, you come up with two words: sex and violence.”

Deceit, rationalizations, and a paradise that forgives the would-be martyr’s every sin — indeed, that satiates his hedonistic urges with 72 voluptuous women
(which may only be raisins) — all help demonstrate how Muslims can be observant and simultaneously frequent strip clubs.

Yet there is one final explanation that requires an epistemic shift to appreciate fully: in Islam, legalism trumps morality, resulting in what Westerners may deem
irreconcilable behavior among Muslims, that is, “hypocrisy.” As Daniel Pipes observed some three decades ago in his In the Path of God:

[There is] a basic contrast between the Christian and Islamic religions: the stress on ethics versus the stress on laws. Controls on sexual activity directly
reflect this difference. The West restricts sex primarily by imbuing men and women with standards of morality. … Muslims, in contrast, depend on
“external precautionary safeguards” [e.g., segregation, veiling] to restrain the sexes. … Rather than instill internalized ethical principles, Islam establishes
physical boundaries to keep the sexes apart.

In this context, the problem is not Muslims frequenting strip clubs, but misplaced Western projections that assume religious piety is always synonymous with
personal morality — a notion especially alien to legalistic Islamists whose entire epistemology begins and ends with the literal words of seventh-century
Muhammad and his Koran.

And it is this slavishness that best explains Islamist behavior. For the same blind devotion to the literal mandates of Islam which encourages Islamists to lead
lives of deceit also explains why Islamists are callous to human suffering, why they are desensitized to notions of human dignity and the cries of their raped
victims, and, yes, why they cheerily forfeit their lives in exchange for a fleshy paradise. In all cases, Muhammad and his Allah said so — and that’s all that
matters.

PajamasXpress Blogs

https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://pajamasmedia.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://pajamasmedia.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.pjtv.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.pjtv.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.pjtv.com/v/3185?utm_source=pjm%2Btop%20nav%20bar&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=pjtv
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.pjtv.com/v/3183?utm_source=pjm%2Btop%20nav%20bar&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=pjtv
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.pjtv.com/v/3185?utm_source=pjm%2Btop%20nav%20bar&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=pjtv
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://pajamasmedia.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://pajamasmedia.com/about-us/
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.pjtv.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://pajamasmedia.com/press/
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.intermarkets.net/advertisers/mediaKit/Portfolio/pajamasMedia.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://patriotwebstores.com/shop?c=52798
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://pajamasmedia.com/contact-us/?dept=tips
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://feeds.feedburner.com/PajamasMedia
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://feeds.feedburner.com/PajamasMedia
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://pajamasmedia.com/blog/category/world-news
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://pajamasmedia.com/blog/category/us-news
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://pajamasmedia.com/blog/category/money
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://pajamasmedia.com/blog/category/science-technology
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://pajamasmedia.com/blog/category/lifestyle
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://pajamasmedia.com/blog/category/conservatism-20
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://pajamasmedia.com/blog/author/raymondibrahim/
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/2009/11/12/2009-11-12_ft_hood_gunman_.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://books.google.com/books?id=C3Jo-U7e_n0C&pg=PA165&lpg=PA165&dq=awra+slave+girls&source=bl&ots=7ywnNJU5xc&sig=znL7YDNB7v7lIKT1Y7Vm6fJJ5OY&hl=en&ei=KVeAS-rWPI78sgOZ5ZGJBA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=7&ved=0CCIQ6AEwBg#v=onepage&q=awra%20slave%20
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.meforum.org/2538/taqiyya-islam-rules-of-war
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.islam-qa.com/en/pda/ref/130815
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.jihadwatch.org/2008/12/raymond-ibrahim-are-slave-girls-in-islam-equivalent-to-animals.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.usc.edu/schools/college/crcc/engagement/resources/texts/muslim/hadith/muslim/008.smt.html#008.3371
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.usc.edu/schools/college/crcc/engagement/resources/texts/muslim/hadith/muslim/008.smt.html#008.3371
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.wikiislam.com/wiki/Al-%27Azl
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.islam-watch.org/copper.kid/islam-azl.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.usc.edu/schools/college/crcc/engagement/resources/texts/muslim/quran/078.qmt.html#078.033
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://pajamasmedia.com/blog/jihad-martyrdom-and-the-torments-of-the-grave/
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.amazon.com/gp/redirect.html?ie=UTF8&location=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FAl-Qaeda-Reader-Raymond-Ibrahim%2Fdp%2F038551655X&tag=pajamasmedia-20&linkCode=ur2&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/The_Travels_of_Marco_Polo/Book_1/Chapter_23
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.islamexplained.com/DaringQuestionEpisode143/tabid/1458/Default.aspx
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2002/jan/12/books.guardianreview5
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.meforum.org/2441/westernizing-islamic-concepts
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.amazon.com/gp/redirect.html?ie=UTF8&location=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FPath-God-Islam-Political-Power%2Fdp%2F0765809818&tag=pajamasmedia-20&linkCode=ur2&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://pajamasmedia.com/blog/respecting-the-faithful-vs-respecting-the-faith/
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://pajamasmedia.com/pajamasxpress/


Raymond Ibrahim is the associate director of the Middle East Forum, the author of The Al Qaeda Reader, and a visiting lecturer at the National Defense Intelligence College.
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1. Avoid profanities or foul language unless it is contained in a necessary quote or is relevant to the comment.

2. Stay on topic.

3. Disagree, but avoid ad hominem attacks.

4. Threats are treated seriously and reported to law enforcement.

5. Spam and advertising are not permitted in the comments area.

The clause regarding "hate speech" has been deleted because readers criticized it as being too loosely defined. We agreed.

These guidelines are very general and cannot cover every possible situation. Please don't assume that Pajamas Media management agrees with or otherwise
endorses any particular comment. We reserve the right to filter or delete comments or to deny posting privileges entirely at our discretion. If you feel your
comment was filtered inappropriately, please email us at story@pajamasmedia.com.
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1. Samson:

… duplicitous behavior is taught and learned well.

in Islam you only need to keep the man with power happy. and the man with power can do as he pleases. he can quote a passage to accommodate anything.

Mar 1, 2010 - 12:17 am 2. JFM:

We have to keep in mind that the jihadist is stripped clean of any sin whatever horrendous or disgusting and that he is granted automatic salvation.

This implies natural attraction for this doctrine between criminals and people whose actions lead them to believe they have no chance of salvation by
“conventional means”. It also leads the jihadist to think that he has carte blanche for sinning since his commitment to jihad grants him to go to the highest of the
seven layers in Paradise (women go to the lowest one). So Muhammad Atta and accomplices going to a strip club the night before 9/11 only surprises those who
don’t know islamic doctrine.

Mar 1, 2010 - 2:50 am 3. Pedrosito:

So many virgins not enough time.I would settle for less then 72 !

Mar 1, 2010 - 3:03 am 4. eon:

There is also the Islamic dichotomy between the “faithful” and the “infidel” to consider. In Islamic belief, Islamic women are inferior to men to begin with, and
depending on which Islamic scholar is interpreting the Qu’ran either (a) lack souls or (b) may only “earn” souls by dying in jihad. (Hence, women homicide
bombers.)

Infidels of either sex, by comparison, are considered to lack souls, period, and are therefore no better than animals. At best, they are suitable to be enslaved as
“dhimi”, which is (in Islamist belief) about the same thing as breaking a horse, branding it, and putting a bridle on it. By this “logic”, leering at half-naked
women is no more “sinful” than looking at the horse’s backside, or checking its legs for signs of pigeon-toe. They’re just checking out the “merchandise” they
see as potential future “property”.

By the same token, they can say that since killing such an “animal” in the name of jihad is no sin, looking at it, in any way, is no sin either.

Once you define a person, or group, as something other than “human”, or as not having “legitimacy”, it becomes very easy to do things to them that would
violate your belief system’s demands regarding treatment of “real people”. Islam has much to answer for, in this respect.

clear ether

eon

Mar 1, 2010 - 5:02 am 5. Mart:

For moslems Islam is of more importance than morality. They clothe women in bin bags because it reinforces the rule of Islam and not because it makes people
moral. If Islam is so moral why is it that a woman can walk freely in the west but doing the same in a moslem country would invite rape and not only that but
common islamic perception is that the perpetrator would be totally justified.

There is no such thing as morality in islam because at the end of the day murder, rape, intimidation and lying propaganda are the very tools that give islam its
staying power.

Mar 1, 2010 - 5:39 am 6. Omar:

I would also point out that, for the most part anyway, the women being so oggled are infidel women who are excluded from the social protections and compacts
of islam due to their “infidelity.” For the committed jihadi, then, furthering the degradation of these women is no sin, but an act fully consistent with an attitude
of war and insult toward the kafir.

Mar 1, 2010 - 5:43 am 7. Chris:

Yup, that explains a lot. Thanks, RI.

Mar 1, 2010 - 6:57 am 8. Paul -Indiana:

This entire mindset was clearly to get a lot of willing warriers to carry out the will of Mohammad. What a community organizer was he!
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Mar 1, 2010 - 8:33 am 9. pat:

Then there is the issue of Muslim Gang Rapes. Now prevalent in the EU and Russia, becoming more so in Minneapolis and Dearborne.

Mar 1, 2010 - 9:50 am 10. joe - arkansas:

paul – indiana brilliant correlation , i wish author would have addressed infidel disposition
1 kill
2 enslave , he did touch on this
3 convert
of course the ideal would b conversion but muslims put little apparent effort into this , mostly brute force in my perception , so the alternative slavery has been
shown 2 b unsustainable , also conversion isn’t a great alternative because the biggest killer of muslims r muslims !

Mar 1, 2010 - 10:36 am 11. Francis W. Porretto:

@10: There’s a lot of practical tension in the convert / subjugate / kill trichotomy. Subjugated infidels — Dhimmis — are required to pay extortionate taxes for
“protection,” which historically made it possible for the Caliphate to sustain itself without taxing Muslims. Of course, that was a powerful incentive for the
Dhimmi to convert or flee, which produced an expansionist political dynamic: the Caliphate had to grow in terms of territory and Dhimmi subjects to preserve its
financial basis and the expectations of Muslims!

Makes Islam sound a lot like a European welfare state, albeit organized along religious lines, doesn’t it?

Mar 1, 2010 - 11:30 am 12. Anonymous:

It’s Allah’s will; he knows what I like! (Lots of that going on.) Reminds me of the “workers paradise” leftists use to justify gulags and secret police, too.

Mar 1, 2010 - 11:45 am 13. heroyalwhyness:

Raymond Ibrahim. Always enjoy his presentations since his days at Robert Spencer’ JihadWatch.org . This piece demonstrates Ibrahim’s gifts of precision and
clarity.

Over at PJTV, the gifted writer/orator, Bill Whittle brings attention to the lyrical logic of Abraham Lincoln with selected quotes including “I’m a firm believer
in the people. If given the truth they could be depended upon to meet any national crisis. The great point is to bring them the real facts.”
We count ourselves incredibly fortunate to know we can rely on Ibrahim, Spencer and Whittle to consistently present ‘real facts’to their audiences.

Geeez, as I prepare to post this comment, wouldn’t you know, I have to ’submit’ rather than ‘post’! Sigh. Lan Astaslem!

Mar 1, 2010 - 1:16 pm 14. Leatherneck:

A most excellent PM post! Someone, please send the memo to DHS on the above stated truth on Islam.

It is called Lucifer worship.

Mar 1, 2010 - 1:28 pm 15. Richie-Massachusetts:

hahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahaha…stop it youre cracking me up…it helps if you are illiterate and possessed of microscopic intelligence…thats how
you get an army of robots.

Mar 1, 2010 - 1:40 pm 16. smg45acp:

Here we are fast approaching 9 years after 9-11 and you NEVER see this kind of basic information about Islam in the mainstream media.

Why do so few outlets want to reveal the truth?

Every little cult gets blasted by the news the minute they do anything wrong, but Islam gets a free pass every time.

Mar 1, 2010 - 2:31 pm 17. Jim Wilson:

What really gets me about this doctrine is that Allah becomes the slave of any doofus who declares jihad. So just cause literally ANY Muslim says it’s a jihad
means Allah has to take these mooks into paradise? Osama bin Laden wasn’t a sheikh until AFTER 9/11–and a sheikh or elder is supposedly one recognized as
able to pronounce a judgments or fatwah. So he was allowed to declare jihad before being a sheikh, and successfully killing a bunch of Americans makes him a
skeikh? So apparently the salafi/wahhabi jihadist sect of Islam has Allah in its pocket–he has to do what they tell him.

Yeah right. I’ve read the Quran and Allah isn’t a slave to anybody according to the written word. He isn’t required to take anyone into paradise unless he feels
like it. So all those jihadists who think they’re getting a free ticket are on theologically VERY shaky ground, even in their own religion. But then there aren’t
many real Muslims in the world; practically all who claims to be Muslim are really munkar or polytheists pretending to be Muslims. Originally they hid icons
under their robes–today they elevate their own personal beliefs above the Quran. I reckon this belief that they can command Allah to be the most ridiculous of
them all. Even if the Quran were true–which it is not in my opinion, in large part–they would be in BIG ENORMOUS COLOSSAL trouble. Allah as described
in the Quran does not take kindly to being ordered around.

Mar 1, 2010 - 3:18 pm 18. Arturo, DFW Metroplexa:

Dip the bullets in pigs blood and fight on.

Mar 1, 2010 - 7:30 pm 19. joe - arkansas:

the other aspect of islam that is so menacing is muslims r only required 2 b honest with other muslims , so any disinformation or propaganda goes , so when
infidels r told islam is the religion of peace there’s room 4 skepticism , oh and bloodybullets , a good friend who was a convoy commander in iraq told me his
troops threw ham sandwiches 2 starving begging kids along the convoy routes , sometimes u have 2 account 4 maslow’s hierarchy !

Mar 1, 2010 - 8:27 pm 20. BMoon:

The fact that so many consider Muhammad as a legitimate religious leader and not an evil, cultish charlatan is very disturbing in itself. “Truth has died in the
streets.”

Mar 1, 2010 - 8:50 pm 21. Joe Mudd:
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Loved the article. I think we could use this practice of strip club
patronage as an early warning device, if the girls would just call in the “rag head in the front row” DHS could pick them up right outside. problem solved, lives
saved.

Mar 1, 2010 - 8:59 pm 22. Delia:

Bacon Burkas for everyone!

Mar 1, 2010 - 9:51 pm 23. JFM:

Yeah right. I’ve read the Quran and Allah isn’t a slave to anybody according to the written word. He isn’t required to take anyone into paradise unless he feels
like it. So all those jihadists who think they’re getting a free ticket are on theologically VERY shaky ground, even in their own religion

What the Quran says (BTW haddiths ie sayings of Muhammad are considered as important since Muhammad is literally Allah’s mouth) about automatic
salvation for jihadists doesn’t matter. What matters is what they believe. It doesn’t matter if they believe it because it is in the Quran itself, in the haddiths or
because every Muslim scholar agrees about it: this belief determines their behavior and the nature of the ideology called Islam.

Mar 2, 2010 - 1:26 am 24. tanstaafl:

Nidal Hassan, reportedly indulging in lap dances at a local strip club (aka “trying to fool the infidel into thinking he was just a regular guy”, sure uh huh)…I
read around the time of the massacre that he wasn’t abrogating Islamic law in getting lap dances as long as he didn’t look the woman in the face and only
observed her in a mirror.

Reading of all the qualifications and categories restricting behavior in the devout Muslim’s daily life, the rituals and protocols surrounding bodily functions etc.,
this sounded like it might be right. (not to mention that just following all the miniscule rules laid down would drive a person nuts)

Allah seemed particularly concerned with Mohammed’s sexual pursuits and household management. One of the Sura grants Mohammed permission to have sex
(“go into” ?) his adopted (sometimes referred to as foster) son’s wife.

Doesn’t it concern the Jew haters that one of Mohammed’s wives, after Khadija’s death, was a Jewess and another Jewess was a concubine ?

The Harem in Saudi Arabia infantilizes women.

It is disgusting to promise a small female child to a hoary, old man. Equally disgusting for a hoary old man, like Osama or al Zawahiri, to force a 16 YO girl into
marrying him.

young jihadists giddily singing about their forthcoming deaths and subsequent sexual escapades in heaven.

It’s hard to believe, but a lot of the motivation for strapping on a bomb for a typical brainwashed 13 YO seems to be the idea of getting laid in Paradise.

“absolutely everything [jihad, suicide operations, etc.] revolves around sex in heaven,” adding, “if you look at the whole of Islamic history, you come up with
two words: sex and violence.”

Sounds about right.

Temporary marriage might be described as an excuse for using a woman, a way to rationalize the fact that a man is approaching her as a prostitute.

Mar 2, 2010 - 6:28 am 25. Jeb:

This treatment can be given to any religion. The Koran was not straying far from the bible in the keeping of sex slaves and multiple wives.

Mar 2, 2010 - 8:52 am 26. emergent pillage:

in response to Jeb in #25

Really??? Care to tell us where in the Bible the keeping of sex slaves was allowed? Or where God in either the Old or New Testament ever condoned rape?

I’d hate to think you’re just making stuff up.

Mar 2, 2010 - 10:21 am 27. Omar:

Jeb:

Here’s the author of the Saudi curriculum on the subject of slavery (which encompasses the idea of “right hand possessions”/sex slaves as discussed in the
Quran):

“…The main author of the Saudi religious curriculum expressed his unequivocal support for the legalization of slavery in one of his lectures recorded on a
cassette and obtained exclusively by SIA news.

Leading government cleric Sheikh Saleh Al-Fawzan is the author of the religious books currently used to teach 5 million Saudi students, both within the and in
Saudi schools aboard – including those in the Washington, D.C. metro area.

“Slavery is a part of Islam,” he says in the tape, adding: “Slavery is part of jihad, and jihad will remain as long there is Islam.”

http://www.arabianews.org/english/article.cfm?qid=132&sid=2

The sexual enslavement going on right now in Sudan by the arabist/islamic regime in Khartoum is a recent example.

Mar 2, 2010 - 11:37 am 28. David:

emergent pillage:
“Really??? Care to tell us where in the Bible the keeping of sex slaves was allowed? Or where God in either the Old or New Testament ever condoned rape?

I’d hate to think you’re just making stuff up.”

Have you ever read the “Old Testament”? I doubt you have because if you had, you would not ask such an ignorant question. The Koran is pretty tame compared
to the OT. If you like I will give you a few quotes to look up.

https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://emergentpillage.blogspot.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.arabianews.org/english/article.cfm?qid=132&sid=2


Deuteronomy 21:10-14: “When thou goest forth to war against thine enemies, and the LORD thy God hath delivered them into thine hands, and thou hast taken
them captive, And seest among the captives a beautiful woman, and hast a desire unto her, that thou wouldest have her to thy wife; Then thou shalt bring her
home to thine house; and she shall shave her head, and pare her nails; And she shall put the raiment of her captivity from off her, and shall remain in thine house,
and bewail her father and her mother a full month: and after that thou shalt go in unto her [this means have sex with her either with or without her consent], and
be her husband, and she shall be thy wife. And it shall be, if thou have no delight in her, then thou shalt let her go whither she will; but thou shalt not sell her at
all for money, thou shalt not make merchandise of her, because thou hast humbled her.”

Deuteronomy 20:14″ “But the women, and the little ones, and the cattle, and all that is in the city, even all the spoil thereof, shalt thou take unto thyself”

Exodus 21:7-11 (New International Version)

7 “If a man sells his daughter as a servant, she is not to go free as menservants do. 8 If she does not please the master who has selected her for himself, [a] he
must let her be redeemed. He has no right to sell her to foreigners, because he has broken faith with her. 9 If he selects her for his son, he must grant her the
rights of a daughter. 10 If he marries another woman, he must not deprive the first one of her food, clothing and marital rights. 11 If he does not provide her with
these three things, she is to go free, without any payment of money.

Women and girls are property and they have no say in who they marry or have sex with. Try and find something this bad in the Koran.

Mar 2, 2010 - 11:38 am 29. Shechild:

#2, David: Your chief problem is that you totally fail to understand that whatever is in the Bible is not necessarily applicable today, and generally of a descriptive
nature (such as many of those Old Testament quotes you mention). The Qur’an, on the other hand, is in its entirety totally applicable for today’s Muslim and of a
prescriptive nature. This same author discusses the important differences between violence in the Bible and Qur’an here:
http://www.meforum.org/2159/are-judaism-and-christianity-as-violent-as-islam
Then, of course, there is the Ahadith, which make the most problematic Biblical passages pale in comparison, and which you pretend are not part of Islam’s
corpus.

Mar 2, 2010 - 12:05 pm 30. Jeb:

Shechild, emergent pillage, and Omar

Read Leviticus and Deuteronomy. They are chock full of laws that most of us would find abhorrent.
I realize that there is a new covenant and that Leviticus and Deuteronomy have supposedly been supplanted, but that doesn’t seem to have sunk in with a wide
swath of Christians who continue to quote them to support their own prejudices. Keep in mind that the new covenant means the the 10 commandments are out,
the rules against homosexuality are out, etc; it doesn’t just mean that you don’t have to eat kosher*.

I can agree that fundamentalist Islam is oppressive and I have no desire to see it spread, but I feel that way about all fundamentalist and literalist religious
movements.

* though if you live in the desert and don’t have access to modern tech it might not be a bad idea

Mar 2, 2010 - 2:39 pm 31. jdamn:

Wow. It’s almost like Islam is a political system, not a religion.

I can’t believe you linked to that Copper Kid comic, Raymond! I think you’re fatwa’ed in Indonesia now.

Mar 2, 2010 - 3:00 pm 32. Omar:

Once again, Jeb, I don’t think you appreciate the role that the Quran plays in the theology of islam. The Quran isn’t a record of events and miracles, the Quran IS
the miracle. It’s eternal and immutable. Mohammad didn’t write it, it was revealed to him in an uncorrupted form and it’s identical to the version in paradise. It
is not a descriptive or historical account written by men – even men with divine inspiration – it is quite literally direct instructions from Allah on how to order
every aspect of society, from the political to the legal to the social to the religious. It is in every way, PRESCRIPTIVE not descriptive. It currently orders the life
of EVERY theocratic islamic state, from stoning to gender aparteid, to dhimmitude, to death for apostates, blasphemers and homosexuals. It can NEVER really
exist separately from the expression of state power. It actually requires a full blown paradigm shift for a westerner to understand it fully. . . . Took me about 6
months of full-time study.

Mar 2, 2010 - 4:04 pm 33. Hank:

A Muslim arrives in Heaven
——–

Abu al-Zarqawi died and George Washington met him at the
Pearly Gates.

He slapped him across the face and yelled, “How dare you try
to destroy the nation I helped conceive!”

Patrick Henry approached, punched him in the nose and
shouted, “You wanted to end our liberties but you failed!”

James Madison followed, kicked him in the groin and said,
“This is why I allowed our government to provide for the
common defense!”

Thomas Jefferson was next, beat al-Zarqawi with a long cane
and snarled “It was Evil men like you who inspired me to
write the Declaration of Independence .”

The beatings and thrashings continued as George Mason, James
Monroe and 66 other early Americans unleashed their anger on
the terrorist Leader.

As al-Zarqawi lay bleeding and in pain, an Angel appeared.
Al- Zarqawi wept and said, “This is not what you promised
me.”

https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.meforum.org/2159/are-judaism-and-christianity-as-violent-as-islam
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://theforceofreason.com/


The Angel replied, “I told you there would be 72 Virginians
waiting for you in Heaven … What did you think I said?”

Mar 2, 2010 - 4:24 pm 34. David:

Shechild,

I understand the fact that some Muslims take the Koran more literally than some Christians and jews take the Bible. The point I was making is that the OT
“Gods Word” is very violent and it does condone the rape of women and children captured in battle. It also allows fathers to sell their own daughters for sexual
use by other men. I don’t know what you mean by “discriptive nature” as in all three quotes above the voice is that of Jehova. He is not “discribing anything” he
is telling people what to do. Now I understand that Christianity and judaism can explain away these passages or just pretend they do not exist, and enlightened
Muslims can also ignore or explain away the more violent passages in the Koran and other writings. So . . . ????

Mar 2, 2010 - 4:28 pm 35. Farlowe:

The Jews have a very effective ‘group evolutionary strategy’. The figurehead of the group strategy is ‘God’. They inter breed within their cultural group,
produce highly intelligent offspring who have excellent linguistic skills. The Jewish people have thrived for centuries as a result of their adherence to this ‘God’.
Their people are always at the higher echelons in the societies which they live. The Jews succeed through intelligence. The one thing Islam did was to remove
the ethnic/racial element from the ‘God’ of the group, thereby increasing it’s breeding base, and therefore make the group more likely to outbreed the Jews. It’s
just simple mathematics! Allah is more effective than Jahweh by sheer breeding power.

Mar 2, 2010 - 5:08 pm 36. Jeb:

Farlowe,
That’s and awful lot of baggage to attach to whether or not your religion is evangelical.

Mar 2, 2010 - 7:27 pm 37. ann:

Re #28 David.

You should look at the words from those scriptures. The captives were made wives. They were MARRIED not raped. And as wives they put off clothes of
captivity and became part of the family with all it’s protections, honors, etc. If things did not go well they could not be sold (the true mark of a slave) but were to
be released with full freedom. Girls were “sold” as wives to protect them from the cruelity of poverty. And they had rights as wives. Better to be married off to a
family then starve. And she was to be redeemed if things did not work out.

NO WHERE does slavery enter in.

Mar 2, 2010 - 8:02 pm 38. myth buster:

David, no where in the Bible is the practice of sex-slavery condoned. What is permitted is marrying your female slaves. If an Israelite soldier were to capture a
woman and desired to have sex with her, he was required to make her his wife, with all the status that came with it. If he later wished to divorce her, he was
required to grant her her freedom without cost.

Mar 2, 2010 - 9:36 pm 39. Jeb:

They were MARRIED not raped.

and

If an Israelite soldier were to capture a woman and desired to have sex with her, he was required to make her his wife

What do you call it when someone forces you to marry them so that they can have sex with you whenever they choose to?

Girls were “sold” as wives to protect them from the cruelity of poverty.

They were sold because they were viewed as property.
Remember you shalt not covet your neighbor’s house, wife, manservant, maidservant, ox, donkey, nor anything that is his.

There is good reason for the correlation between increasing women’s rights and increasing secularization of society.

Mar 2, 2010 - 10:30 pm 40. Jeb:

NO WHERE does slavery enter in.

If a man beats his male or female slave with a rod and the slave dies as a direct result, he must be punished, but he is not to be punished if the slave gets up after
a day or two, since the slave is his property.
– Exodus 21:20-21

Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.
– 1 Peter 2:18

Your male and female slaves are to come from the nations around you; from them you may buy slaves. You may also buy some of the temporary residents living
among you and members of their clans born in your country, and they will become your property.
– Leviticus 25:44-45

Mar 3, 2010 - 1:12 am 41. Anonymous:

Jeb:

Well thank goodness for the New Testament and the Golden Rule which gave Christians like Wilberforce the moral imagination to understand that slavery was
wrong (something islam could NEVER accomplish as evidenced by the fact that the gulf countries didn’t actually outlaw slavery until the 1960’s and ’70’s and
virtually EVERY country that still practices wide spread slavery today is significantly islamic).

Mar 3, 2010 - 4:11 am 42. Jeb:

Well thank goodness for the New Testament and the Golden Rule which gave Christians like Wilberforce the moral imagination to understand that
slavery was wrong (something islam could NEVER accomplish



and

as evidenced by the fact that the gulf countries didn’t actually outlaw slavery until the 1960’s and ’70’s

Doesn’t the second part of that statement contradict the first?

Mar 3, 2010 - 8:18 am 43. emergent pillage:

responding to David in #28

–Have you ever read the “Old Testament”?–

Yes.

–The Koran is pretty tame compared to the OT.–

Which leads me to the conclusion that you haven’t read it.

For example, you reference Deuteronomy 21:10-14 as if it supports sex slavery. But read the passage if you’re going to reference it, and you’ll see that it isn’t
about sex slavery at all. The man is to marry the woman, to take responsibility for her, not keep her in a brothel and sell her to whomever wanted to pay for sex
with her. The passage even explicitly says she is not to be treated as a slave, as property to simply be sold.

Exodus 21:7-11 is about female servants. There is no hint that in having the girl or waman as a servant, the man was entitled to her sexual services, too. It could
be argued that it did involve marriage or maybe concubinage, but she wasn’t his property to be sold, and she wasn’t to be treated as second-rate if he married
someone else after her.

And if you’re going to reference Deuteronomy 20:14, you’re going to have to do so in light of Deuteronomy 21:10-14, which tells what it means.

Mar 3, 2010 - 10:14 am 44. Omar:

Jeb:

Did you read the quote from Sheik Fawzan?

The sheik, being one of the most prominent islamic clerics in the most prominent and influential islamic theocracy on the planet, CLEARLY does not believe
that slavery is wrong. He is forced to hide this aspect of islam because to acknowlede it publically would place him and his barbaric religion beyond the pale and
seriously undermine efforts at islamic dawa, especially among western blacks who have not yet been made aware of the role of islam in the African (and other)
slave trades. . . . And btw, simply because one of these countries ostensibly outlaws an islamic practice like sexual slavery (or the marriage and rape of 9 year old
girls, to give another example) does NOT mean the practice has lost offical sanction or has in any meaningful way actually stopped (Sorry, Jeb, that’s another
sign of a western thinker: ” . . . In this context, the problem is not Muslims frequenting strip clubs, but misplaced Western projections that assume religious piety
is always synonymous with [western notions of] personal morality”):

“Saudis Import Slaves to America”
http://www.danielpipes.org/2687/saudis-import-slaves-to-america

“UAE Royals Enslave Seventeen Women” Brussels

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/unitedarabemirates/2236851/Women-enslaved-by-Arab-royals.html

Mar 3, 2010 - 12:35 pm 45. David:

Re Rape, Slavery, Etc.

Jehova in the bible condones/commands all three of these. None of you have dealt with the actual text or the passages. Your lame attempts to explain away these
passages illustrate your selective reasoning. For example, in any of the passages I quoted did the woman have any right to refuse to have sex? No! So if the man
insisted on having sex with his captive, his slave or his purchased girl, the man had the right to “humble” her by forcing himself on her. Can’t we all agree that
this is rape? And in every case the man was NOT obligated to marry the woman. If he didn’t like her after he raped her he could set her free. Now I know you all
feel this is somehow better than selling her, but ask yourselves, “In that culture what is a raped former slave woman worth?” The answer is “nothing.” She would
be forced to become a prostitute or starve. Remember these were Jehova’s instructions or orders. If you were as forgiving and creative with the Koran or any
other of the Muslim writings as you are with the Hebrew sciptures your point might be taken. The OT is dripping in blood, rape, vengence, slavery and
genocide. To argue that it is not is dumbfounding. Really, Islam is about 120 years behind Christianity in terms of morality. Or have we already forgotten about
the millions of slaves brought to this country and worked by “Christians” (mostly “southern” baptists.) Why can’t you see other religions through the prism of
your own religious tradition’s issues?

Mar 3, 2010 - 3:35 pm 46. Allston:

“15. Richie-Massachusetts:

hahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahaha…stop it youre cracking me up…it helps if you are illiterate and possessed of microscopic intelligence…thats how
you get an army of robots.”

Hmm. No punctuation for “you’re,” other notable grammatical weaknesses, the beginnings of a run-on sentence…

I’d say you shouldn’t quit your day job; you don’t seem to be very good at this political commentary/mocking thing.

Just sayin’

Mar 3, 2010 - 5:16 pm 47. Omar:

David/Jeb:

You give us verses in the old testament that no mainstream jewish or christian denomination accepts as legitamate or practices. I gave YOU the words of a
prominent living islamic cleric as well as binding theological arguments which require modern theocratic islamic states to accept such practices as legitamate,
AND numerous documented cases of educated, highly placed representatives of those religio-politcal states REPEATEDLY engaging in this behavior on the
assumption that they act with complete impunity and legality, even in western countries. And we’re the ones who are illogical? What’s teh difference? It’s only
the difference between the fossilized imprint of an old flu pathogen from 3,000 years ago compared to a fresh live dose of contageous ebola. . . One LIVES and
is dangerous, while the other does NOT.

https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://emergentpillage.blogspot.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.danielpipes.org/2687/saudis-import-slaves-to-america
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/unitedarabemirates/2236851/Women-enslaved-by-Arab-royals.html


P.S. Many cultures have practiced slavery over the course of history. It was not uncommon. What’s remarkable is the fact that western judeo-christian culture,
almost exclusively among major world cultures, STOPPED, to the point of committing violence to see it end (The British actually had to bomb the east African
islamic slave ports to enforce the ban – though as I have noted earlier, it still continues – while the US suffered through its bloodiest war).

THAT’S what’s remarkable about this story.

Mar 3, 2010 - 7:28 pm 48. Life Model Decoy:

This reminds me of how Christian Republicans think anything is permisable as long as they pretend to repent after they get caught.

Mar 3, 2010 - 9:01 pm 49. myth buster:

45. Not true. No one would ever starve in Israel so long as Israel abided by the Commandments. Widows and orphans, as well as other impoverished peoples,
were entitled to glean from their neighbor’s crops, as well as to receive sustenance from the tithes of their countrymen. Plus, as a free woman she would be free
to marry whomever she pleased, which shouldn’t be hard if she was beautiful enough to make a soldier desire her, rather than an Israelite woman.

Mar 3, 2010 - 9:08 pm 50. Chuck Jensen:

Mr. Ibrahim– I checked you are not a Visiting Lecturer at the National Defense Intelligence College. You have lectured repeatedly in one course one time over
the last two years which makes you a “Guest Class Lecturer”. You are such a fraud.

Mar 4, 2010 - 3:51 am 51. Anonymous:

“This reminds me of how Christian Republicans think anything is permisable as long as they pretend to repent after they get caught.”

Oh look, an angry liberal elf and his adorable twee rage. Rock on, little elf.

Mar 4, 2010 - 3:54 am 52. Jeb:

Omar,
The differences you note are primarily derived from the increasing secularization of Western society since the Enlightenment. It is this increasing secularization
reigning in religious excess that accounts for the differences between modern secular states (the developed world) and the theocracies and virtual theocracies
that you describe; it is not differences inherent in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam or their holy books.

Life model decoy,
That’s is just petulant and doesn’t forward any argument.

Chuck Jenson,
There is no real difference between the appellations. Grow up.

Mar 4, 2010 - 7:13 am 53. Jamil Hanna:

Once again Mr Ibrahim tells false information about Islam as a part of a racial campaign,he selects what he likes with out continuing the phrases or the ideas .He
chooses criminals and killers to show that this is Islam.
What will you say Mr Ibrahim if I tell you that the apartheid criminal regime in south Africa was christian?Are not christians those who killed , and persecuted
the blacks?what do you say about the Nazis are not they Christians and persecuted the jews and committed genocide(the holocaust)?Mr Ibrahim what was the
man who threw a nuclear bomb over Heroshima and Nagazagi?he was christian.So in your course of articles and accusations the christians are killers and
criminals ,but really they are not.
Please stop this flaw of hatred and racism because we are fed up with calls of violence and vendetta and look carefully at the big ally to the US , Saudi Arabia
which funds the Takfiri schools in Pakistan and graduate and produce taliban and Qaeda .Try to stop this bad conduct ,claim that US fighting terrorism and
funding it from the other side.

Mar 4, 2010 - 7:47 am 54. emergent pillage:

response to David in #45

–Jehova in the bible condones/commands all three of these.

You have yet to show any such thing.

–For example, in any of the passages I quoted did the woman have any right to refuse to have sex? No! So if the man insisted on having sex with his captive, his
slave or his purchased girl, the man had the right to “humble” her by forcing himself on her. Can’t we all agree that this is rape?

By your definition, any kind of ‘forced marriage’ or ‘arranged marriage’ would be ‘rape’, which would be a redefining of the word analogous to the feminists
who use to say (and some may still) that all marital sex is rape.

–And in every case the man was NOT obligated to marry the woman.

Show were that is so? None of the passages say that, and in fact stress that they are to be married before they are to engage in sex. You are completely reaching,
for whatever reasons you may have for doing so.

Mar 4, 2010 - 9:56 am 55. MikeTheMoose:

I had never thought of this concept before, but now I see how utterly disastrous this concept in theology is. I myself am Catholic, so I am not unfamiliar with the
concept of keeping track of my personal sin, so that I might gain absolution later. Absolution of course comes in three parts in Catholicism, penitence,
confession, penance. The long list of sin in the Catechism applies to all Catholics. Piety and salvation has a single standard.

This theology of Islam seems to set up two categories of saved people within Islam.

A. The devout and pious whom must follow all of the tenants of their faith and resulting abstinent manner regarding worldly pleasures.

B. The holy warriors whom get to do pretty much whatever they want and still be saved. Essentially justified hedonism without any guilt of conscience.

If Islam was my faith, given the the very abstemious tenants of Islam faith, I certainly would be inquiring, probably sometime around age 15 or 16, “How do I
become a part of group B?”

Mar 4, 2010 - 10:00 am 56. MikeTheMoose:

https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://emergentpillage.blogspot.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://libertasperadamas.blogspot.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20100306094901/http://libertasperadamas.blogspot.com/


Jamil Hanna.
The article is not trying to suggest that Christians cannot be violent, history has borne clear evidence that we can, nor that Muslims must be violent due to faith.
The article is criticizing an article of faith, that makes hedonistic activity morally justifiable while acting as a warrior for God. Perhaps the religious leaders in
the Islamic world, should they be truly concerned with curbing violence committed in the name of Islam, consider the tempting nature of hedonism, and revise
their articles of faith to remove an exemption of piety from the holy warrior.

Christian faiths have revised their teachings and methods on absolution many many times as the previous teachings proved destructive to pious moral behavior.
If their is a particular current belief or teaching of the Christian faith that encourages any sort of violence towards Muslims or any other group, or provides
exception to the given standards of piety and morality that would certainly also be a valid criticism. However the argument that “Christian’s can be violent too”
while very true, does not get back to the point of the article. Which is not “The Islamic faith is bad, Muslims are bad” but simply “maybe this particular belief is
encouraging destructive behavior, maybe you should consider modifying your teachings”

Mar 4, 2010 - 10:34 am 57. Jeb:

By your definition, any kind of ‘forced marriage’ or ‘arranged marriage’ would be ‘rape’, which would be a redefining of the word analogous to the
feminists who use to say (and some may still) that all marital sex is rape.

A forced marriage generally amounts to forced servitude and often repeated rape. If a woman (or man) does not want to have sex and is forced to (even by a
spouse) it is rape. Do you really disagree with that?
Not all marital sex is rape, but all forced sex is rape regardless of the marital status of the participants. It was not until quite recently that this was legally
recognized in the US. If memory serves it wasn’t until the 1970s or even 80s in some states it was illegal for a man to force his wife to have sex with him. This
was largely defended because it was viewed as the wife’s duty and that was largely biblically defended. A relatively short time before that it was legal for men in
the US to beat their wives, again with widely voiced biblical support. In both of these cases it was secular society that came to the rescue of the beaten and raped
women.

Mar 4, 2010 - 10:42 am 58. Will:

Put Islam together with Communisim and what will WE get ??

Mar 4, 2010 - 10:50 am 59. Jeb:

Peripherally related but worth a read is:
Tamarin, G.R. 1966. “The Influence of Ethnic and Religious Prejudice on Moral Judgment.” New Outlook, 9:1:49-58.
I can’t find it online, but if you have access to a good research library…

Mar 4, 2010 - 11:07 am 60. Dan:

HANK:

LMAO!! I gotta send that to my mother-in-law in Fredericksburg!

Mar 4, 2010 - 2:23 pm 61. Dan:

RE: Rape, Slavery etc.

I was able to make a pretty good dent in reading the Bible from beginning to end during deployment and, no kiddin’, some of that stuff in the Old Testament is
pretty disturbing. (Except for the stuff about what to do with a rebellious child. I wish I could apply it to my 12-year-old step-son. ; ) “..you must remove the evil
from the camp!” ) I think I even made notes in the margins comparing them to jihadis. And David and Solomon both had multiple wives and concubines. And
now I’m no Biblical scholar — or even a Naked Archaeologist — but I think by the time the first century rolled around those practices had been discarded. Nor
would I want to try to discuss how Judaism evolved other than to point out that Christianity actually began as a Jewish sect, ie. it’s adherents, the disciples,
apostles, were observant Jews who believed Yeshua was the fulfillment of OT prophecy.
Anyway, my long-winded point is, yes, it’s true Judaism and Christianity had some of that too. But they evolved. Islam, apparently, has not.

Mar 4, 2010 - 2:48 pm 62. Jeb:

I think by the time the first century rolled around those practices had been discarded

Not near so early as that. Jews and Christians both gave up slavery at the same time the societies around them did, though some of both tried to hold on to it
longer and some of both helped bring it to an end. The same is true of wife rape and polygamy.
Christianity grew up under Roman rule and the Roman tradition of (official) monogamy was adopted by the church relatively early*. Some Jewish sects gave up
polygamy as early as the 11th century. There are still people alive today when both gave up slavery and forced marriages**. We were both alive when they
turned against wife rape.

* 8th or 9th century
** some few still haven’t given up forced marriage

Mar 4, 2010 - 6:33 pm 63. myth buster:

How come it never occurs to people to ask “Why did God command the destruction of these people?” The answer is pretty simple- these people engaged in child
sacrifice as a part of their pagan worship, and readily sought to corrupt the Israelites to copy their abominations. They rightly deserved extermination! It is in this
context that one must view enslaving the ones who surrendered. The Israelites were commanded to treat their slaves well and treat foreigners with dignity-
provided all slaves and foreigners abided by Jewish moral laws.

Mar 5, 2010 - 7:21 am 64. Jeb:

mythbuster,
Is it your view then that the Spanish should have exterminated the Aztecs?
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